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New YouTube Videos 

OSCAR WILDE BIRTHDAY TOAST FROM GYLES BRANDRETH 

Gyles Brandreth – author, actor, broadcaster and former MP and Lord Commissioner of the 

Treasury, and our Honorary President – toasts Oscar Wilde at the start of our annual Oscar 

Wilde Society Birthday Dinner. These remarks were made at the National Liberal Club on 15 

October, 2021, one day before Oscar’s 167th birthday. Gyles mentions his new autobiography, 

Odd Boy Out, and also the event’s keynote speaker, actor Neil Titley. 

Watch here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4OBbuAHO5M 

NEIL TITLEY: RAMBLING ON – FORTY YEARS WITH OSCAR 

Neil Titley, actor, author and honorary patron of the Oscar Wilde Society, has performed a 

one-man show as Oscar Wilde for forty years. In this speech to the Society at its annual Oscar 

Wilde Birthday Dinner, Neil describes the highs and hilarious lows of this career playing Oscar 

around the world – often in the unlikeliest of venues and to the most unusual of audiences! 

Watch here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZO58NIKbYsY 

http://oscarwildesociety.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/theoscarwildesociety
https://www.facebook.com/OscarWildeSociety/
https://twitter.com/OscarWildeUK
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_4OBbuAHO5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZO58NIKbYsY


OSCAR WILDE SOCIETY NEWSLETTER 78 

2 

Wilde Wit Competition 

New Deadline – 31 December 2021 

The Oscar Wilde Society, in conjunction with The Oldie and The Chap, has launched our third 

Wilde Wit Competition. This is your chance to write your own Wilde witticism, which can be 

wise or funny, profound or paradoxical. 

Entries will be judged by the Society’s membership. We’re looking for sayings that sound most 

like something Oscar would have said (then or now). 

Three winners will receive signed copies of Oscar Wilde: A Man for Our Times, the catalogue 

of Jeremy Mason’s Wilde collection published by Bonhams, which have been graciously 

supplied by Jeremy Mason. This is a beautiful, full-colour 64-page catalogue full of Wildean 

rarities. 

The winners will have their witticisms featured in Intentions, the newsletter of the Oscar Wilde 

Society, and in The Oldie. The winning quotations will also be shared on our website and on 

social media. As a special treat, we will have the winning entries read onscreen by the Society’s 

honorary patrons and other Wilde experts. 

HOW TO ENTER: 

 Submit your entries below 

 Enter by 31 December 2021 

 Up to 10 entries allowed per contestant (so choose your best 10 efforts!) 

 Only original sayings qualify 
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Odd Boy Out – Gyles Brandreth’s Autobiography 

‘I am what my childhood made me.’ But what is that exactly, Gyles? Who are you? And 

why? In Odd Boy Out Gyles Brandreth provides an extraordinarily revealing account of 

growing up and coming of age in an apparently well-to-do but always strapped-for-cash 

middle-class English family. 

It is a story about the ordinary things – family life, happiness, ambition and love, but it 

is also about adventures – meeting princes and presidents, visiting Death Row in America, 

exploring the sex clubs of Copenhagen. It is a story of a boy blessed with wit and what he got 

up to and the people he met growing up in the most wonderful city in all the world in those 

extraordinary years after the Second World War. 

For Odd Boy Out is about more than Gyles and his exploits: it is also a kaleidoscopic 

portrait of Britain from the 1950s onwards, featuring a cast drawn from politics, the media, 

swinging London, stage and screen, from Laurence Olivier to Twiggy. It also contains a chapter 

on Oscar Wilde plus many references to Oscar throughout.  

By turns hilarious and moving, and chock full of unforgettable stories, Odd Boy Out is 

the unexpected and candid autobiography of one of the country’s most unlikely personalities. 

Yet at root it is a powerful and passionate exploration of childhood – how our heritage, our 

parents and our upbringing make us who we are. 

Find out what made our President Gyles Brandreth the man he is today and order a signed copy 

for £20 plus postage by contacting Barnes Books: books@barnesbookshop.com  

 

mailto:books@barnesbookshop.com
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The Oscar Wilde Birthday Luncheon 
Hamilton Club Verandah (a wintry version of Botany Bay) on 15 October 2021 

Roz Greenwood, a Society member in Australia, sends us this lively account of Oscar Wilde 

Birthday celebrations: 

ovid restrictions in Victoria consigned us to an outdoor section of Hamilton Club, our 

beloved Library nearby, but out of bounds on this cold day in October. Those 

assembled, Anthony Rees, Heather Heard, Craig Everingham, Jane Hayes, John 

Hayes, Bruce Christie, Suzanne Corbett and 

Roz Greenwood, were undaunted and enjoyed a 

stylish lunch which included cucumber sandwiches 

Algernon, oysters fresh from the sea, a selection of 

delicate platters imagined by Chef Campbell, all 

followed by the Birthday Sponge of the Infanta which 

was inscribed in blood and wine-red letters ‘Happy 

Birthday Oscar’. (That is, blood-and-wine-coloured, 

and not a reference to Bram Stoker.) 

Always an opportunity to hear the words 

written by Oscar Wilde read aloud by members of the 

group, the Birthday Luncheon sported an absorbing 

line-up of works chosen by our members. In fact, the 

Shade of Oscar Wilde overlooked our company, 

opened the proceedings, explained his parents’ reasons 

for giving their second son such a mouthful of a 

moniker, revealed his loathing of private Clubs and 

their arcane methods of rebuffing people of genius, and looked forward to hearing our 

accolades in the spirit of being talked about. 

Lady Bracknell and Jack Worthing, read by 

Heather and Craig, traded barbs in the ‘handbag’ scene 

from The Importance of Being Ernest, our traditional 

starting point for the birthday festivities. A reminder 

that the dialogue is as fresh and funny in 2021 as it was 

in its 1895 first night. 

A touch of I.T. arrived at the table in the form 

of Steven Fry’s reading of The Happy Prince on a 

download from an iPhone. As Anthony pointed out, he 

could never have read it as well as Stephen. We 

listened and were transformed to that snow-covered 

square with the wonderful Prince being stripped of his 

finery and the devoted sacrifice of his life by the little 

swallow. Certainly, the story evoked the opposite of 

Oscar’s response to the death of Little Nell. Not only 

were the eyes of the Happy Prince filled with tears, but 

the whole company could do nothing but join him. 

C 

 

The Birthday Sponge of the Infanta. 

 

Heather Heard and Craig Everingham 

reading the handbag scene. 
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Heather reminded us that she had met Merlin Holland in Port Fairy and greeted him 

with a friendly kiss. He responded that he had never been kissed by an Australian before. This 

anecdote is included in the Birthday Programme every year and Heather is said to be 

constructing a play around it. 

Jane sported the Carrington edition of The Picture of Dorian Gray. While we looked 

on enviously, after discussing the Lippincott’s version, the meeting at the Langham, and many 

and various ‘points’ of publication and editions, Jane read Oscar Wilde’s ‘Preface’, a wonderful 

philosophical outline of the artist’s right, and a reminder to pay attention to the writer’s preface 

in Oscar’s works. 

Just as we were enjoying our oysters and salmon tarts, Suzanne flourished her copy of 

the Tate Cookbook from which she pointed out the ‘yellow’ paintings as a reference to the 

Yellow Book. Her choices were Duncan Grant’s The Kitchen (1902) and Walter Sickert’s 

Roquefort. 1918-19. A good example of the wide and intriguing responses of people to our 

guest of honour. 

John Hayes read from Oscar in America in which he states that ‘America is the noisiest 

country that ever existed’, the sartorial failure of wearing yellow mackintoshes at Niagara Falls, 

and makes the observation that one of the worst ever excesses of literary piracy had been the 

vilely printed copies of his Poems on grey blotting paper. 

After a rousing toast to Oscar, we left to re-visit the warm and comfy firesides of our 

various houses, with a vow to repeat the luncheon in 2022. 

 

ROZ GREENWOOD 

THE OSCAR WILDE BIRTHDAY LUNCHEON INVITATION 

Birthday Luncheon with Oscar 

Introduction: The Shade of Mr. Oscar Wilde 

Canapes: Cucumber Sandwiches Algernon 

Birthday Toast: Mr. John Hayes 

Main Course: Chef Cameron of the Café Royal presents a selection of delicacies 

Dessert: The Birthday Sponge of the Infanta 

‘Well, do you know, when I look at the map and see what an awfully ugly-looking 

country Australia is, I feel as if I want to go there to see if it cannot be changed into a 

more beautiful form.’ – Oscar to Lillie Langtry in 1882, quoted in Oscar Wilde and 

the Antipodes by John Willis. 

Some entertainments and readings from the assembled company. 
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Der Zwerg – Dutch National Opera 

Streamed on OperaVision on 18 September 2021 at 19:00 CET 

Available until 18 December 2021 

Der Zwerg on YouTube 

Based on ‘The Birthday of the Infanta’ by Oscar Wilde, Der Zwerg (The Dwarf) is perhaps 

Alexander Zemlinsky’s best-known and most powerful opera. This live performance was 

recorded in September 2021 by the Dutch National Opera. It will be reviewed by Tine 

Englebert in the next edition of The Wildean. 

The Spanish crown princess receives a very special present: a little person. To 

everyone’s amusement, he is unaware of his small stature. Before long feelings develop 

between the pair, but what chance do they have in a world where appearance is everything? 

Der Zwerg (The Dwarf) is perhaps Zemlinsky’s best-known and most powerful opera. 

The performance marks both the first production of rising star Lorenzo Viotti as principal 

conductor at Dutch National Opera and the operatic debut of film and theatre director Nanouk 

Leopold. The tenor Clay Hilley performs the title role, while Infanta Clara is interpreted by 

soprano Lenneke Ruiten. 

 

 

       

Elton John – ‘Oscar Wilde Gets Out’ 

Live: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4aJF950vs_c 

Audio: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zS-TAYQiSkM  

A Society member alerted us to this Elton John song about Wilde’s release from Reading 

Gaol from the album The Diving Board (2013). If you know of any other examples of Oscar 

in popular music please send them in to us at aaron.philip.eames1@gmail.com  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DOGIAkj2JZ0&list=PL5cSZqlfp9NLzvlxv5vmYSyrLLoQjHCky
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4aJF950vs_c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zS-TAYQiSkM
mailto:aaron.philip.eames1@gmail.com
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Salomé – Lazarus Theatre Company 

Online Streaming – 26 November–5 December 2021 

https://www.lazarustheatrecompany.co.uk/salom%C3%A9  

King Herod asks Salomé, son of the Queen, to dance for him... This request leads to the Dance 

of the Seven Veils and one of the most shocking, thrilling and scandalous climaxes ever seen 

on stage.  

Originally banned in Britain, Wilde’s outrageously provocative Salomé played live at 

Southwark Playhouse in August/September 2021. It will be streamed online between 26 

November and 5 December. Tickets are now available. 

Salomé is suitable for ages 16+, contains some male nudity, smoking, haze, gun shots 

and scenes of a sexual and violent nature. For more on the show see Matthew MacLachlan’s 

excellent review in the November Intentions. 

★★★★★ 

‘The whole work is a shocking, beautifully visual feast... “Dark, brooding work of art”’ 

Theatre Reviews Hub 

★★★★ 

‘It is doubtful that Wilde’s Salomé will ever receive a more thrillingly visceral production’ 

London Living Large 

★★★★ 

‘Another slick and arresting production from Lazarus – get a ticket while you can’ 

Fairy Powered Productions 

 

Fred Thomas as Prince Salomé. Photo credit: Adam Trigg. 

https://www.lazarustheatrecompany.co.uk/salom%C3%A9
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‘The Paintings of Dorian Gray’ 

Honouring the 121st Death Day of Oscar Wilde 

Tuesday 30 November 2021 – Reserve Now Limited Seating 

Rick Castro of Antebellum Gallery and Bill Kaiser of The Purple Circuit present their annual 

Oscar Wilde Death day event on Tuesday 30 November at 4pm Pacific Time entitled ‘The 

Paintings Of Dorian Gray’. The tea salon will feature a talk by Bill Kaiser on the paintings used 

in the 1945 film of The Picture Of Dorian Gray. Cost is $25 and the event takes place in a 

private home in the Hollywood Hills. For further details contact antebellum@earthlink.net 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:antebellum@earthlink.net
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Wilde about Pride  

30 November–5 December 2021 

https://dublinpride.ie/events/wilde-about-pride/ 

November 30th is the anniversary of the death of Oscar Wilde, one of the world’s most famous 

LGBTQ+ characters and one of Dublin’s best-known exports. Wilde about Pride is a week of 

events and activities that celebrate the life, legacy and city of Wilde. It’s a celebration of 

centuries of Queer culture and the contributions and influence Ireland has had on it. 

Wilde Poets 

Tuesday, 30 November @ 7.00 PM, Street 66 

An evening of poetry, wit, fine minds and fine cocktails at Street 66. 

The Queer Dublin Tour 

Thursday 2 December & Friday 3 December @ 11.30 AM, The Little Museum of Dublin 

From Oscar Wilde to Nell McCafferty – not forgetting Panti Bliss! – some of the most 

remarkable Irish people have been more than a little bit queer. On this hilarious and moving 

tour of the Little Museum, you will discover the history of Ireland through a brand-new prism. 

The Wilde Walk 

Friday 3 December @ 7.30 PM, Dublin Castle 

Take a walk on the Wilde side and be entertained and educated, with the founder of the Dublin 

Queer Walking Tour, Tonie Walsh. Starting at Dublin Castle and ending with Wilde themed 

cocktails and entertainment at Pantibar on Capel Street. 

Wilde Child 

Saturday 4 December @ 2.30 PM, CHQ Dublin 

Fun for all ages with our Wilde edition of Drag Storytime. Join us at CHQ for a family-friendly 

hour of magic and wonder with the fairy tales of Oscar Wilde. Read by the one and only 

Attracta Tension. 

Oscar Wilde House Guided Tour 

Sunday 5 December @ 1.30 PM, Oscar Wilde House 

Tours of the Oscar Wilde House are accompanied by the house guide. The tour lasts 

approximately one hour and 20 minutes. As you explore its rooms and staircases, you will hear 

the fascinating history of the colourful Wilde family. There are tales of heartbreak, tragedy, 

intrigue, court battles and scandal. You will visit Sir William Wilde’s library and the upstairs 

dining room where the family hosted parties for many famous visitors over a 20-year period. 

The main lounge, which overlooks Merrion Square, is where Lady Jane Wilde, aka Speranza, 

held her celebrated salons every Saturday. 

https://dublinpride.ie/events/wilde-about-pride/
https://dublinpride.ie/events/wilde-poets/
https://dublinpride.ie/events/the-queer-dublin-tour/
https://dublinpride.ie/events/the-wilde-walk-with-tonie-walsh/
https://dublinpride.ie/events/wilde-child/
https://dublinpride.ie/events/oscar-wilde-house-guided-tour/
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The extension, which Sir William constructed after the family moved into the building in 1854, 

houses his medical consultation room and a collection of instruments he invented. A small 

gallery features photographs of the family and birth certificates. 

Restricted to a total of 15 people per tour. Oscar Wilde House observes COVID-19 protocols. 

The wearing of masks is mandatory. There are hand sanitisers installed throughout the building. 

The tour begins at 1.30 pm sharp. Please be on time. Late arrivals may not be admitted. 

Wilde History 

Sunday 5 December @ 6.00 PM, Oscar Wilde House 

Join us for a very special evening in Oscar Wilde’s family house on Merrion Square where 

Tonie Walsh (Curator of The Irish Queer Archive) and Sara Phillips (Trans activist and 

historian) discuss Wilde, his contemporaries and the fascinating LGBTQ+ subculture of 1800s 

Dublin and London. 

Ticket price includes mulled wine and mince pies. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://dublinpride.ie/events/wilde-history/
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BYUtv – The Canterville Ghost 

https://www.byutv.org/cantervilleghost 

Members in the United States can access The Canterville Ghost, a four-part miniseries new 

from BYUtv and BBC Studios. When a struggling family moves into a haunted castle, the 

overly dramatic resident ghost gets just the second chance at life he needs – and so does the 

family. This modern take on Oscar Wilde’s beloved classic shows that there’s always hope for 

the haunted. 

Ghost Sir Simon has been haunting the empty Canterville castle for twenty years when a family 

of newly rich Americans, the Otises, moves in. At first elated to have new victims, Sir Simon 

quickly discovers the Otises might be too tough for his tricks. On their part, the Otises may not 

be fazed by a ghost, but the frosty reception they receive from their new neighbours has 

potential to chill them to their souls. 

Teaser Trailer 

Full Trailer 

Interview with the Writer & Producers 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.byutv.org/cantervilleghost
https://www.byutv.org/youtube/0f0fefd7-7d78-46aa-b93e-f5efd7df7a9d/the-canterville-ghost-trailer-1
https://www.byutv.org/youtube/b15530b9-b42f-47a0-86b6-95282f3d3fd8/the-canterville-ghost-full-trailerpremieres-halloween
https://www.byutv.org/youtube/e19db37e-6924-4d5f-bef0-fc2ded8bd992/interview-with-the-writer-producers-the-canterville-ghost
https://www.byutv.org/youtube/e19db37e-6924-4d5f-bef0-fc2ded8bd992/interview-with-the-writer-producers-the-canterville-ghost
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The Happy Prince, Illustrated by Sally Castle 

Two Rivers Press 

https://tworiverspress.com/shop/the-happy-prince/ 

Sally Castle’s beautifully hand-lettered and illustrated 

edition of Oscar Wilde’s The Happy Prince sets the story 

among Reading’s parks, squares, rooflines and churches – 

the town that’s shaped her and her artwork and where 

Oscar spent an unhappy period in gaol. 

This enchanting combination of fairy story with concrete 

urban reality, a tale of sacrificial love written with a 

flourish and swirl, turns a simple book into a gem as 

precious as the large red ruby that glowed on the Prince’s 

sword-hilt.  

With an introduction by Michael Seeney, renowned Wilde 

expert and collector. 

Paperback, £9.99, 170 x 125 mm, 72 pages, October 2021. 

(To be reviewed in Intentions 120 in February 2022.) 

 

 

https://tworiverspress.com/shop/the-happy-prince/
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Wilde’s EARNEST: A Century and More of Critical Commentary 

Joseph Donohue 

Read online: http://openbooks.library.umass.edu/earnestcommentary/  

The present volume proposes to remedy the great lack of access to critical responses to Oscar 

Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest. Criticism of Wilde’s play abounds, but for the 

most part it lies out of the way, a challenge to track down, requiring research among a 

multitude of potential sources, or hours spent combing through files of newspapers, or 

consultation of bibliographies of secondary writings, followed by trips to libraries or, more 

recently, investigation of on-line sources. 

Readers approaching this comprehensive account of criticism will find it can be read as a 

straightforward chronological narrative, conveniently divided into chapters of moderate 

length, allowing time for some reflection along the way. It can also be used as a basis for 

identification and description of insightful criticism that can be located and explored 

independently; outstanding critical approaches to Wilde’s play can be located by employing 

the Works Cited as a convenient handlist for exploration. For readers whose memory of the 

play in performance or reading may be fragmentary or less than full, a summary of the action 

and an indication of the time scheme of Earnest will be found at the end of the book, as 

Appendix 1. References are gathered in footnotes, with short citations keyed to the list of 

Works Cited at the end. 

Wilde’s EARNEST: A Century and More of Critical Commentary is licensed under a Creative 

Commons Attribution 4.0 International License, except where otherwise noted. It will be 

reviewed by John Stokes in the January issue of The Wildean. 

DIGITAL OBJECT IDENTIFIER (DOI) 

https://dx.doi.org/10.7275/y6x6-8t15 

http://openbooks.library.umass.edu/earnestcommentary/
https://dx.doi.org/10.7275/y6x6-8t15
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Dancing with Salomé: 

Courting the Uncanny with Oscar Wilde & Friends 

Nina Antonia 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/9198692003 

Dancing with Salomé unmasks the occult aspects of Oscar Wilde’s celebrated tome The Picture 

of Dorian Gray, whilst exploring how the unseen manifested not just in the famous author’s 

life but in that of his love interest, Lord Alfred Douglas. The gilded backdrop to their ill-fated 

liaison was the Decadent movement, a literary and artistic feast of the divine and debauched 

which redefined the lines of male beauty.  

Curiously, Aubrey Beardsley, the most renowned 

illustrator of the Decadents, refused to keep any of 

Oscar Wilde’s books in his home, as he believed, 

like many of his friends, that the playwright was 

accursed. Beardsley’s theory is not as far-fetched as 

it seems if one takes into account the doomed 

lineages from which both Oscar and Lord Alfred 

Douglas were descended. 

Through a series of interlinking essays, Nina 

Antonia takes us to meet the Decadent demi-monde 

of the 1890s with whom Wilde and Douglas mingled. 

Whilst eroticism and mysticism were key themes of 

the Decadents, there was also a surge of interest in 

ritual magic, enabled by the flowering of the ‘Golden 

Dawn’ – the most significant esoteric order in 

England’s history. Wilde’s wife, Constance, was a 

member, as was W.B. Yeats, alongside Aleister 

Crowley and Arthur Machen. All would play a part, 

directly or indirectly, in the drama of Oscar Wilde’s 

enchanted & accursed life. 

Hardback: $30 (+ postage)  Paperback: $20 (+ postage) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/9198692003
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Zagava: A Passion for Books 

Red Carpets and the Gutter by Jeremy Reed 

https://www.zagava.de/shop/red-carpets-and-the-gutter?edition=8  

Only Britain’s most audaciously controversial poet, Jeremy Reed, rightly called by the 

Independent ‘British poetry’s glam, spangly, shape-shifting answer to David Bowie’, would 

have dared to conceive a book of electrifying essays focusing on Oscar Wilde as a punter 

picking up rent boys at Piccadilly Circus, the conspiratorial underworld ethos of London’s gay 

demimonde in the 1890s inhabited by Wilde and the notorious Count Eric Stenbock, and 

linking Bosie’s relations with Wilde to the young David Bowie’s managerial sponsorship by 

Ken Pitt. Analogies between Wilde and Bowie are further extended by ‘Oh, You Pretty Things’, 

a consummately detailed essay on how both Wilde and Bowie conducted their first US tours, 

largely in drag. 

 

This title comes in 2 editions only: 

 A lettered A4(!) facsimile of Jeremy’s manuscript as signed hardcover, printed in purple 

on thick Hahnemühle paper, bound in red-carpet-red fabric, with luxuriously gilt embossed 

titles, hand-marbled endpapers head- and tailband in gold. This tome is protected in a 

fabric-covered slipcase and comes with an embossed bookmark. 

 In 2 weeks a smaller deluxe paperback with a gutter-black title will be issued which is 

traditionally typeset and printed in Bavaria on Austrian paper. The first 50 copies ordered 

will be hand-numbered and signed by the author. 

Lettered A4 edition 188 € 169.20 € (10% Pre-Order Discount) 

 

https://www.zagava.de/shop/red-carpets-and-the-gutter?edition=8
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Wilde-Holland Fellowship & Fellows 

This 1–2 month fellowship is available to a postdoctoral 

scholar, graduate student, or visiting scholar for research 

using materials from the Oscar Wilde collection at the 

William Andrews Clark Memorial Library. The fellowship, 

established in 2021, honours the writer and cultural figure 

Oscar Wilde and his grandson Merlin Holland, a scholar 

who has dedicated himself to studying and celebrating 

Wilde’s legacy. 

Stipend: $4,000 per month of residency. 

The award is funded by an endowment established by 

William Zachs and Martin Adam. In 2007 the benefactors 

also endowed the biennial William Andrews Clark 

Lecture on Oscar Wilde (held at the Clark Library), which 

focuses on Wilde and his literary circle in the 1890s. It 

highlights the Clark’s collections of Wilde material – 

among the most comprehensive in the world – which 

include autograph letters and drafts by Wilde and his circle; 

a nearly complete collection of printed editions of his 

works; photographs, original portraits, and caricatures; 

playbills, news cuttings, and other ephemera. 

Eligibility 

The Fellowship is open to all postdoctoral scholars, 

graduate students, and visiting scholars engaged in research 

using materials from the Clark Library’s collection on 

Oscar Wilde. Research residency may last for 1–2 months 

between July 1–June 30 of each fellowship year. 

Application Instructions and Deadline 

To apply for this fellowship please use the fellowship 

application form. Completed applications must be 

received on or before February 1 each year. 

Notification 

Applicants will be notified of the fellowship committee’s 

decision by email in March/April of the fellowship 

application year. 

Contact 

Fellowship inquires may be directed to Myrna Ortiz at ortiz@humnet.ucla.edu or 310-206-

8552. 

 

 

 

 

 

Napoleon Sarony, Photograph of 

Oscar Wilde (Sarony #18), 

1882. Wildeiana Box 20/Folder 

33, William Andrews Clark 

Memorial Library, UCLA 

 

Merlin Holland (by Ed White) 

https://clarklibrary.ucla.edu/collections/oscar-wilde/
http://www.1718.ucla.edu/about/wilde/
http://www.1718.ucla.edu/about/wilde/
http://www.1718.ucla.edu/fellowship-application/
http://www.1718.ucla.edu/fellowship-application/
mailto:ortiz@humnet.ucla.edu
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Bric-à-Bracknell, the Untold Tale of Lord Bracknell 
Instagram: @debusluca 

ho is Lord Bracknell? Who is this gullible man accustomed to dining alone upstairs, 

married to the non-mythical yet still terrifying monster that is Lady Bracknell? 

Each lover of Wilde’s play The Importance of Being Earnest must have asked 

themselves this question at a certain point. Well, at least I did. And I also provided an 

unsolicited answer to it. Why? Because, as a cartoonist and comic-strip lover, I can’t let 

mistreated, apparently unloved and forgettable losers slide under the radar. They need their 

voice to be heard, and I’d love to be the defective, squeaky megaphone for Lord Bracknell’s. 

Bric-à-Bracknell is a comic-strip soap opera recounting the untold story of Lord Bracknell and 

other characters who appear in the play just as names, like, for instance, Lady Lancing, Lady 

Bloxham and the Farquhars. Here you can read the first season of his escapades, comprised of 

twenty-four comic strips. If you’d like more, you can already read the second season on my 

Instagram profile (@debusluca) and the third season is running now. Meet Lord Bracknell and 

be enchanted by his remarkably unremarkable existence! 

LUCA DEBUS 

 

 

 

 
 

W 
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Foreign Language Books by and about Oscar Wilde: Free! 

 

Some books by and about Oscar, written in French, Italian and Turkish, are amongst the books kindly donated to 

the Oscar Wilde Society by three of our members. They are now available free to our members for the cost of the 

postage. If you are interested in any of these titles, please contact jacobtonson@googlemail.com to find out the 

postage costs. 
 

 

Language Title Author Date Bind Notes 

Italian Il delitto di Lord Savile & Il 

fantasma di Canterville 

trans. Lucio 

Chiavarelli 

1993 pb 
 

 
Un Marito Ideale  trans. Lucio 

Chiavarelli 

1994 pb 
 

 Il ventaglio di Lady Windermere, 

L’Importanza di essere Fedele, 

Salome 

trans. Guido Almansi 

and Claude Beguin 

1993 pb  

French L’Affaire Oscar Wilde ou du 

danger de laisser la justice mettre 

le nez dans nos draps 

Odon Vallet 1995 pb  

 
Oscar Wilde ecrivain francais Jacques de Langlade 1975 pb 

 

 La mesentente cordiale: Wilde & 

Dreyfus 

Jacques de Langlade 1994 pb  

 Oscar Wilde Jacques de Langlade 1987 pb  

 Oscar Wilde: Cher Oscar trans. Beatrice Vierne. 2000 ‘Bon 

Anniversaire 

Monsieur 

Wilde!’ 

pb Alvin Redman’s 

collection of witty 

sayings with an 

introduction by Vyvyan 

Holland and a preface by 

Stephen Fry.  
In Memoriam (Souvenirs) & Le 

‘De Profundis’ 

Andre Gide 1989 pb 
 

 
Oscar Wilde: Les Mots et les 

songes. Biographie. 

Pascal Aquien 2006 pb 
 

 
Le Procès d’Oscar Wilde Jean-Marc Varaut 1995 pb 

 

 
Oscar Wilde pour l’amour du 

Beau 

Claude Beausoleil 2001 pb 
 

 
Aforismi trans. Alex Falzon 1986 pb 

 

 
Oscar Wilde ou la destinée de 

l’homosexuel 

Robert Merle 1983 pb 
 

 
Oscar Wilde Robert Merle 1995 pb Revised and expanded 

edition of the title below.  
Oscar Wilde: Editions 

Universitaires 

Robert Merle 1957 pb Small cheap edition of 

the above. Text not 

exactly the same.  
Madame Oscar Wilde: Une 

Femme Face a Scandale 

Anne Clark Amor, 

trans. Jean-Claude 

Eger 

1983 pb 
 

Turkish Salome Bir perdelik Dram  trans. Nureddin Sevin 1944 pb 
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